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POSITION MEASURMENT APPARATUS FOR
MEASURING POSITION OF MOBILE
OBJECT ON THE BASIS OF REFELECTED
WAVE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a mobile object position
measurement apparatus, and in particular, to a position
measurement apparatus configured to measure a position of
a mobile object such as a train on a railroad or a cage of an
elevating machine (elevator).

BACKGROUND ART

A prior art linear encoder includes a scale fixed to a fixed
body, and a head fixed to a mobile object that moves
relatively to the fixed body to read the positional information
of the head with respect to the scale by using the head and
detect the position of the mobile object. For example, an
optical linear encoder includes a head having a light-emit-
ting device and a light-receiving device, and a scale having
a grid scale to reflect light from the light-emitting device by
the grid scale of the scale, receive reflected light by the
light-receiving device and detect the position of the head, on
the basis of a change in the quantity of light of the reflected
light. Moreover, for example, a magnetic linear encoder
includes a head having a magnetoresistive device, and a
scale having a plurality of magnets alternately arranged so
that mutually adjoining magnets have mutually reverse
polarities to measure a change in the magnetic field corre-
sponding to the scale provided respectively in correspon-
dence with the north pole and the south pole of each magnet
and detect the position of the head.

In general, these linear encoders need to have a gap
between the head and the scale set to about 1 mm or less.
When the gap is set to several centimeters or more in an
optical encoder, the light irradiation point grows dim or the
quantity of light of the reflected light becomes small, and
this leads to decrease in the signal-to-noise ratio of the
signal. Accordingly, there is a such problem that the position
measurement error becomes large, and the measurement
becomes impossible in the worst case. Further, there is such
a problem that the positioning becomes impossible under the
influence of dust and dirt and turbulence light. Moreover,
there is a such problem that a strong magnet needs to be used
in order to measure changes in the magnetic field when the
gap is set to be equal to or larger than several centimeters in
the magnetic encoder, and this leads to an increase in the
cost of the scale. Moreover, there is such a problem that
measurement becomes impossible under the influence of
magnetic materials existing around the magnetic encoder.

There has been a demand for highly accurately detecting
the train position in order to perform train operation control
with high accuracy in the field of railroad, and a demand for
highly accurately detecting the cage position in order to
perform cage control with high accuracy in the field of
elevator. When a linear encoder is used for railroad train
position detection, the gap between the head and the scale
needs to be 10 cm to 40 c¢cm. Moreover, when a linear
encoder is used for elevator cage position detection, the gap
between the head and the scale needs to be several centi-
meters.

However, in the prior art optical or magnetic linear
encoder, there are many problems upon widely setting the
gap between the head and the scale to several centimeters or
more as described above, and it is difficult to apply these
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linear encoders directly to the railroad train position detec-
tion and the elevator cage position detection.

In order to solve these problems, the Patent Document 1
discloses a detector apparatus, which includes a head that is
fixed to a mobile object and transmits and receives radio
waves, and a scale that changes the intensity of reflection of
radio waves fixed to a fixed body to detect the position by
detecting a change in the reflection intensity of radio waves
in the head. Since the radio waves are used in the detector
apparatus of the Patent Document 1, the position of the
mobile object can be detected without receiving the influ-
ences of dust and dirt, turbulence light and magnetic mate-
rials existing around the detector apparatus. Moreover, since
the change in the reflection intensity of radio waves only
needs to be able to be detected, the gap between the head and
the scale can be set widely by comparison to the prior art.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS
Patent Document

Patent Documents 1: Japanese patent laid-open publica-
tion No. JP2010-38607A

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problems to be Dissolved by the Invention

However, the detector apparatus of the Patent Document
1, which performs position detection by utilizing the reflec-
tion intensity of radio waves, therefore has such a problem
that the detection of a change in the reflection intensity
becomes difficult when there are many reflective objects
such as metals around the detector apparatus, and the
position detection becomes impossible. Further, since a loss
due to the propagation of radio waves changes depending on
a change in the distance between the head and the scale
when the mobile object vibrates, the received reflection
intensity changes in the detector apparatus of the Patent
Document 1. Accordingly, there is such a problem that it is
impossible to distinguish whether the change in the reflec-
tion intensity is caused due to the scale or the vibration of the
mobile object, and the position detection becomes impos-
sible. Further, there is such a problem that the reflection
intensity changes due to a phase interference due to multi-
path reflection of radio waves between the head and the
scale, and the position detection becomes impossible in the
detector apparatus of the Patent Document 1.

An object of the present invention is to solve the afore-
mentioned problems and provide a position measurement
apparatus capable of setting large a distance between a
mobile object and a fixed body by comparison to the prior
art. Moreover, a second object of the present invention is to
solve the aforementioned problems and provide a position
measurement apparatus capable of detecting the position of
the mobile object even if there are reflective objects, mag-
netic materials, the vibrations of mobile objects, and phase
interference due to multipath reflection of radio waves
between the mobile object and fixed bodies.

Means for Dissolving the Problems

According to the invention, there is provided a position
measurement apparatus including reflecting means, and
position detecting means. The reflecting means includes a
plurality of reflectors, that are configured to be arranged at
a predetermined reflector interval along a predetermined
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transfer pathway of a mobile object, and to radiate radio
waves by reflecting reflected waves in respective predeter-
mined polarization directions when predetermined radio
waves are incident thereon. The position detecting means is
configured to detect a position of the mobile object in the
transfer pathway. The position detecting means includes at
least one polarized wave information reading means, and
position calculating means. At least one polarized wave
information reading means is configured to radiate the radio
waves from the mobile object toward the reflecting means,
receive a reflected wave from the reflecting means, and
generate a polarization state signal corresponding to the
polarization direction of the received reflected wave. The
position calculating means is configured to calculate the
position of the mobile object on the transfer pathway, on the
basis of at least one polarization state signal from at least one
of the polarized wave information reading means.

Effects of the Invention

According to the position measurement apparatus of the
present invention, which uses radio waves, is therefore able
to measure the relative position of the mobile object such as
a railroad train and an elevator cage without receiving the
influences of dust and dirt and environmental changes such
as turbulence light. Moreover, an interval between the
position detecting means and the reflecting means only
needs to be a half of the reflector interval. Therefore, when
the reflector interval is set to 30 cm, the interval between the
position detecting means and the reflecting means can be set
to 10 cm, and the position of the mobile object such as a
railroad train and an elevator cage can be measured. Fur-
thermore, since the position of the position detecting means
is measured on the basis of not the reflection intensity of
reflected waves but the polarization direction of the reflected
waves. Therefore, a change in the polarization state signal
corresponding to a change in the polarization direction of the
reflected waves can be detected without receiving the influ-
ences of the metal objects around the position measurement
apparatus, the vibrations of the mobile object, and the phase
interference due to multipath reflection, and the position of
the mobile object such as a train and an elevator cage can be
measured more accurately by comparison to the prior art.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
position measurement apparatus 1 according to a first
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
polarized wave information reading circuit 110 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a part of a reflector
apparatus 200 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing a polarized wave
information reading circuit 110 and a reflector 2-1 when a
center C110 of the polarized wave information reading
circuit 110 of FIG. 1 is located just above a reflector 2-1;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing a polarized wave
information reading circuit 110 and the reflector 2-1 when
the center C110 of the polarized wave information reading
circuit 110 of FIG. 1 is located just above the reflector 2-1;

FIG. 6 is a plan view of a reflector apparatus 200 of FIG.
1, a graph of received levels E1 and E2 when the polarized
wave information reading circuit 110 of FIG. 1 moved from
an origin O in a positive x-axis direction, and a graph of a
received level difference signal AE;
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FIG. 7A is a graph of the received level difference signal
AE with respect to the x-coordinate of the position of the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110 when an
interval Zg between the position detector apparatus 100 and
the reflector apparatus 200 is sufficiently smaller than a half
of a reflector interval Axr in the position measurement
apparatus 1 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 7B is a graph of the received level difference signal
AE with respect to the x-coordinate of the position of the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110 when the
interval Zg between the position detector apparatus 100 and
the reflector apparatus 200 is sufficiently smaller than the
wavelength A of radio waves radiated from a transmitting
antenna 112 and the reflector interval Axr is equal to or
smaller than a half of the wavelength A in the position
measurement apparatus 1 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 7C is a graph of the received level difference signal
AE with respect to the x-coordinate of the position of the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110 when the
interval Zg between the position detector apparatus 100 and
the reflector apparatus 200 is a half of the reflector interval
Axr in the position measurement apparatus 1 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 7D is a graph of the received level difference signal
AE with respect to the x-coordinate of the position of the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110 when the
interval Zg between the position detector apparatus 100 and
the reflector apparatus 200 is larger than the reflector interval
Axr in the position measurement apparatus 1 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
position measurement apparatus 1A according to a second
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 9 is a plan view of the reflector apparatus 200 of FI1G.
8, a graph of received level difference signals AE1 and AE2
when the polarized wave information reading circuit group
601 of FIG. 8 moved from the origin O in the positive x-axis
direction, and a graph of an angle 6;

FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
position measurement apparatus 1B according to a third
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
position measurement apparatus 1C according to a fourth
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
polarized wave information reading circuit 110A according
to a fifth embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 13 is a graph of a received signal E1 discretized by
a propagation-time-classified received signal separator part
704 of FIG. 12;

FIG. 14 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
position measurement apparatus 1D according to a sixth
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 15 is a graph showing a received signal level when
areceiving antenna 113 that receives linearly polarized radio
waves having polarization directions of +45 degrees con-
figuring a polarized wave information reading circuit 110-9
of FIG. 14 received linearly polarized radio waves having
polarization directions of —45 degrees to +45 degrees;

FIG. 16 is a bar graph showing a received level difference
signal AE9 when the polarized wave information reading
circuit 110-9 of FIG. 14 is located just above a reflector 4-1,
4-2, 4-3 or 4-4;

FIG. 17 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
position measurement apparatus 1E according to a seventh
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 18 is a bar graph showing each received level
difference signal AE9 when the polarized wave information
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reading circuit 110-9 of FIG. 17 is located just above a
reflector 5-1, 5-2, 4-3 or 4-4; and
FIG. 19 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
polarized wave information reading circuit 110B according
to an eighth embodiment of the present invention.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention will be described
below with reference to the drawings. It is noted that like
components are denoted by like reference numerals.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
position measurement apparatus 1 according to the first
embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 2 is a block
diagram showing a configuration of the polarized wave
information reading circuit 110 of FIG. 1. FIG. 3 is a partial
perspective view of the reflector apparatus 200 of FIG. 1.
Referring to FIG. 1, the position measurement apparatus 1,
which is a radio wave type encoder apparatus, is configured
to include a position detector apparatus 100 and a reflector
apparatus 200. In this case, the reflector apparatus 200 is
fixed to a fixed body such as a railroad track or an elevator
wall, while the position detector apparatus 100 is fixed to a
mobile object such as a train and an elevator cage. Moreover,
the polarized wave information reading circuit 110 and the
reflector apparatus 200 correspond to the head and the scale,
respectively, in the linear encoder apparatus. The position
measurement apparatus 1 is used for detecting the position
of the mobile object on the transfer pathway.

As described in detail later, the position measurement
apparatus 1 of the present embodiment is characterized in
that reflectors 2-1 to 2-12 of the reflector apparatus 200 are
provided so that the polarization directions of reflected
waves from a pair of reflectors adjacent each other are
different from each other, and the position detector apparatus
100 includes one polarized wave information reading circuit
110 and calculates the relative position of the mobile object
on the transfer pathway with respect to a predetermined
reference position, on the basis of a change in the received
level difference signal AE from the polarized wave infor-
mation reading circuit 110. It is noted that the transfer
pathway of the mobile object is a straight line along the x
axis of FIG. 1 in the present embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 3, the reflector apparatus 200 is con-
figured to include a rectangular resin plate 201 and a
reflector group 604 arranged along the transfer pathway of
the mobile object. Moreover, the reflector group 604 is
configured to include the reflectors 2-1 to 2-12. The reflec-
tors 2-1 to 2-12 (See FIG. 6) are, for example, metal bars
having the same shape and are formed of an identical
material (i.e., having a mutually identical reflectance). In
this case, as shown in FIG. 3, the center of the reflector 2-1
is defined as an origin O of a right-handed xyz coordinate
system, an upward direction with respect to the origin O is
defined as the positive direction of the z axis, and the
lengthwise direction of the resin plate 201 is defined as the
x-axis direction. Referring to FIG. 3, the reflectors 2-1 to
2-12 are embedded in the surface of the resin plate 201 so
that the centers of the reflectors 2-1 to 2-12 are arranged at
a reflector interval Axr at coordinate positions (x1, 0, 0), (x2,

0, 0), ..., (x12, 0, 0). Moreover, the angles f2-1,
p2-3, ..., f2-11 between the lengthwise directions of the
odd-numbered reflectors 2-1, 2-3, . . ., 2-11 and the y axis

are each set to +45 degrees, while the angles 2-2,
p2-4, . .., p2-12 between the lengthwise directions of the
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even-numbered reflectors 2-2, 24, . . ., 2-12 and the y axis
are each set to -45 degrees (where the counterclockwise
direction from the y axis is defined as the positive direction
of the angles $2-1 to 2-12). In general, when radio waves
are incident on a metal bar, the metal bar reflects the incident
radio waves by changing the polarization direction of the
radio waves into the longitudinal direction of the metal bar,
and radiates linearly polarized radio waves having a polar-
ization direction in the lengthwise direction of the metal bar.
Therefore, the odd-numbered reflectors 2-1, 2-3, . . ., 2-11
radiate linearly polarized radio waves having polarization
directions that makes an angle of +45 degrees between them
and the y axis, and the even-numbered reflectors
2-2, 2-4, . .., 2-12 radiate linearly polarized radio waves
having a polarization direction that makes an angle of —45
degrees between them and the y axis.

Referring to FIG. 1, the position detector apparatus 100 is
configured to include the polarized wave information read-
ing circuit 110 and a position calculator circuit 120 including
a counter circuit 121. Moreover, referring to FIG. 2, the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110 is configured
to include a transmitter part 111 having an oscillator 301, a
transmitting antenna 112, a receiving antenna 113, a receiv-
ing antenna 114, and a receiver part 115 includes a received
level difference calculator 305. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2,
the transmitting antenna 112, the receiving antenna 113 and
the receiving antenna 114 are rectangular patch antennas,
which are provided at respective positions at a height of Zg
parallel to the resin plate 201 so as to transmit or receive
linearly polarized radio waves. In FIG. 2, a polarization
direction P112 of radio waves radiated from the transmitting
antenna 112 is set to zero degrees, a polarization direction
P113 of radio waves received by the receiving antenna 113
is set to +45 degrees, and a polarization direction P114 of
radio waves received by the receiving antenna 114 is set to
-45 degrees. In this case, the center of each of the antennas
112, 113 and 114 is defined as a center C110. In FIG. 1, the
position detector apparatus 100 is configured so that the
center C110 moves on a line segment from a coordinate
position (0, 0, Zg) just above the reflector 2-1 to a coordinate
position (x12, 0, Zg) just above the reflector 2-12.

Referring to FIG. 2, the oscillator 301 generates an
oscillation signal S301 having a predetermined frequency,
and outputs the oscillation signal S301 to the feeding point
Q of the transmitting antenna 112. The transmitting antenna
112 radiates the oscillation signal S301 as linearly polarized
radio waves having a polarization direction P112. The
radiated radio waves are reflected at a reflecting point on the
reflector apparatus 200, and thereafter received by the
receiving antennas 113 and 114. In this case, the receiving
antenna 113 receives radio waves that are reflected by the
reflector apparatus 200 after being radiated from the trans-
mitting antenna 112 and has a polarization direction P113,
and outputs the radio waves as a received signal E1 to the
non-inverted input terminal of the received level difference
calculator 305. On the other hand, the receiving antenna 114
receives radio waves that are reflected by the reflector
apparatus 200 after being radiated from the transmitting
antenna 112 and has a polarization direction P114, and
outputs the radio waves as a received signal E2 to the
inverted input terminal of the received level difference
calculator 305. In this case, the reflecting point on the
reflector apparatus 200 of the radio waves received by the
receiving antenna 113 and the reflecting point on the reflec-
tor apparatus 200 of the radio waves received by the
receiving antenna 114 are the positions at which the centers
C110 of the antennas 112 to 114 are substantially projected
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on the resin plate 201. It is noted that the radio waves from
the aforementioned reflecting point are dominant in the radio
waves received by the receiving antennas 113 and 114.
However, since the radio waves from the transmitting
antenna 112 reach the reflector apparatus 200 with spreading
within a range of a predetermined radiation angle, the radio
waves include radio waves other than from the aforemen-
tioned reflecting points.

Moreover, referring to FIG. 2, an output signal from the
received level difference calculator 305 is outputted as a
received level difference signal AE to the position calculator
circuit 120. In this case, the received level difference signal
AE is a polarization state signal corresponding to the polar-
ization direction of the reflected wave. The position calcu-
lator circuit 120 calculates the x-coordinate (hereinafter,
referred to as the position of the position detector apparatus
100) at the centers C110 of the antennas 112 to 114 as
described in detail later, on the basis of the received level
difference signal AE.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing a polarized wave
information reading circuit 110 and the reflector 2-1 when
the center C110 of the polarized wave information reading
circuit 110 of FIG. 1 is located just above the reflector 2-1.
Referring to FIG. 4, the angle p2-1 between the lengthwise
direction of the reflector 2-1 and the y axis is +45 degrees,
and coincides with the polarization direction P113 of the
radio waves received by the receiving antenna 113. There-
fore, the received level of the received signal E1 is maxi-
mized, and the received level of the received signal E2 is
minimized. Moreover, the value of the received level dif-
ference signal AE outputted from the received level differ-
ence calculator 305 becomes a positive maximum value.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing a polarized wave
information reading circuit 110 and the reflector 2-2 when
the center C110 of the polarized wave information reading
circuit 110 of FIG. 1 is located just above the reflector 2-2.
Referring to FIG. 5, the angle p2-2 between the lengthwise
direction of the reflector 2-2 and the y axis is —-45 degrees,
and coincides with the polarization direction P114 of the
radio waves received by the receiving antenna 114. There-
fore, the received level of the received signal E1 is mini-
mized, and the received level of the received signal E2 is
maximized. Moreover, the value of the received level dif-
ference signal AE outputted from the received level differ-
ence calculator 305 becomes a negative minimum value.

FIG. 6 is a plan view of the reflector apparatus 200 of FIG.
1, a graph of the received levels E1 and E2 when the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110 of FIG. 1
moved from the origin O in the positive x-axis direction, and
a graph of the received level difference signal AE. Referring
to FIG. 6, the received signal E1 is a sinusoidal wave having
a period 2Axr that is two times the reflector interval Axr.
Moreover, the received signal E2 is a sinusoidal wave in
anti-phase to the received signal E1. Further, the received
level difference signal AE is a sinusoidal wave having a
period 2Axr that is two times the reflector interval Axr.

Referring to FIG. 1, the position calculator circuit 120 is
configured to include the counter circuit 121. The counter
circuit 121 resets the count value upon receiving a prede-
termined start signal that instructs start of position detection
of the position detector apparatus 100 from an external
apparatus of the position measurement apparatus 1, and
counts the frequency of zero cross of the inputted received
level difference signal AE. The position calculator circuit
120 calculates the relative position of the position detector
apparatus 100 with respect to the position (reference posi-
tion) of the position detector apparatus 100 when a start
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signal is inputted by multiplying the count value of the
counter circuit 121 by the reflector interval Axr, and outputs
the resultant as position data D120.

Next, a setting method of the height Zg (hereinafter,
referred to as an interval Zg between the position detector
apparatus 100 and the reflector apparatus 200) of the anten-
nas 112 to 114 is described.

FIG. 7A is a graph of the received level difference signal
AE with respect to the x-coordinate of the position of the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110 when the
interval Zg between the position detector apparatus 100 and
the reflector apparatus 200 is sufficiently smaller than a half
of the reflector interval Axr in the position measurement
apparatus 1 of FIG. 1. In this case, as shown in FIG. 7A, the
slope of the received level difference signal AE becomes
very small when the position detector apparatus 100 is
located between a pair of reflectors of the reflectors 2-1 to
2-12 which are adjacent to each other, and therefore, it is
difficult to detect the zero cross point of the received level
difference signal AE by the counter circuit 121. Therefore, it
is difficult to detect the position of the position detector
apparatus 100.

FIG. 7B is a graph of the received level difference signal
AE with respect to the x-coordinate of the position of the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110 when the
interval Zg between the position detector apparatus 100 and
the reflector apparatus 200 is sufficiently smaller than the
wavelength A of radio waves radiated from the transmitting
antenna 112 and the reflector interval Axr is equal to or
smaller than a half of the wavelength A in the position
measurement apparatus 1 of FIG. 1. In this case, as shown
in FIG. 7B, the received level difference signal AE becomes
a sinusoidal wave that zero-crosses in each position in the
middle of a pair of reflectors of the reflectors 2-1 to 2-12
which are adjacent to each other, and therefore, the position
of the position detector apparatus 100 can be calculated on
the basis of the count value from the counter circuit 121.

FIG. 7C is a graph of the received level difference signal
AE with respect to the x-coordinate of the position of the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110 when the
interval Zg between the position detector apparatus 100 and
the reflector apparatus 200 is a half of the reflector interval
Axr in the position measurement apparatus 1 of FIG. 1.
When the interval Zg between the position detector appa-
ratus 100 and the reflector apparatus 200 is a half of the
reflector interval Axr, the received level difference signal AE
comes to have a sine-wave-like waveform that zero-crosses
in each position in the middle of a pair of reflectors of the
reflectors 2-1 to 2-12 which are adjacent each other, without
depending on the wavelength A of the radio waves radiated
from the transmitting antenna 112. Therefore, the position of
the position detector apparatus 100 can be calculated on the
basis of the count value from the counter circuit 121.

FIG. 7D is a graph of the received level difference signal
AE with respect to the x-coordinate of the position of the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110 when the
interval Zg between the position detector apparatus 100 and
the reflector apparatus 200 is larger than the reflector interval
Axr in the position measurement apparatus 1 of FIG. 1. In
this case, a phase interference occurs, and the receiving
antenna 113 and 114 disadvantageously receive reflected
waves from not only the reflector 2-3 but also the peripheral
reflectors 2-2 and 2-4 when, for example, the polarized wave
information reading circuit 110 is located just above the
reflector 2-3. Therefore, the position of the position detector
apparatus 100 cannot be calculated on the basis of the count
value from the counter circuit 121.
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The conditions of the interval Zg between the position
detector apparatus 100 and the reflector apparatus 200 in
FIG. 7B is included in the conditions of the interval Zg
between the position detector apparatus 100 and the reflector
apparatus 200 in FIG. 7C. Therefore, according to FIGS. 7A
to 7D, it can be understood that the interval Zg between the
position detector apparatus 100 and the reflector apparatus
200 may be a half of the reflector interval Axr regardless of
the wavelength A of the radio waves radiated from the
transmitting antenna 112.

For example, in a case where the radio waves radiated
from the transmitting antenna 112 are selected from micro-
waves, quasi-millimeter waves and millimeterwaves, when
the position measurement apparatus 1 of FIG. 1 is used for
measuring a railroad train position, it is preferable to set the
reflector interval Axr to, for example, 30 cm and set the
interval Zg between the position detector apparatus 100 and
the reflector apparatus 200 to a value equal to or larger than
10 cm and equal to or smaller than 20 cm. At this time, a
position detection accuracy of 30 c¢m is obtained. Moreover,
when the position measurement apparatus 1 of FIG. 1 is used
for measuring the position of an elevator cage, it is prefer-
able to set the reflector interval Axr to, for example, 5 cm and
to set the interval Zg between the position detector apparatus
100 and the reflector apparatus 200 to a value equal to or
larger than 2 cm and equal to or smaller than 3 cm. In this
case, a position detection accuracy of 5 cm is obtained.

Next, respective setting methods of the polarization direc-
tions P113 and P114, angles [2-1, f2-3, and 2-11 between
the reflectors 2-1, 2-3, . . ., 2-11 and the y axis, angles [2-2,
p2-4, ..., p2-12 between the reflectors 2-2,2-4, . . ., 2-12
and the y axis are described. In general, when radio waves
are incident on an object and reflected, the polarization state
of reflected waves change from the polarization state of the
incident waves depending on the shape of the object. For
example, when radio waves are incident on a metal bar like
the reflectors 2-1 to 2-12, the linearly polarized radio waves
that vibrate in the lengthwise direction of the metal bar are
radiated as reflected waves. Therefore, the lengthwise direc-
tion of the metal bar can be detected on the basis of the
polarization direction of the reflected waves. Moreover,
when linearly polarized radio waves having a second polar-
ization direction perpendicular to the polarization direction
are incident on an antenna that receives the linearly polar-
ized radio waves having a predetermined first polarization
direction, the received level becomes theoretically zero. On
the other hand, when the linearly polarized radio waves
having the first polarization direction are incident on an
antenna that receives linearly polarized radio waves having
the first polarization direction, the received level become
maximized. Therefore, by using the received signals E1 and
E2 from one pair of receiving antennas 113 and 114 that
receive radio waves having polarization directions P113 and
P114, respectively, which pass through substantially an
identical path and are perpendicular to each other, the
magnitude of the received level difference signal AE can be
maximized, and the signal-to-noise ratio of the received
level difference signal AE can be maximized.

As described above, according to the present embodi-
ment, since the radio waves are used, the relative position of
the mobile object such as a train and an elevator cage can be
measured without receiving the influences of dust and dirt
and changes in the environment such as turbulence light.
Moreover, since the interval Zg between the position detec-
tor apparatus 100 and the reflector apparatus 200 only may
be a half of the reflector interval Axr, the interval Zg between
the position detector apparatus 100 and the reflector appa-
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ratus 200 can be set to several tens of centimeters when the
reflector interval Axr is set to 30 cm, and the relative position
of the mobile object such as a train and an elevator cage can
be measured. Further, since the position of the position
detector apparatus 100 is measured on the basis of not the
reflection intensity of the reflected waves but the polariza-
tion direction of the reflected waves, the change in the
received level difference signal AE corresponding to the
change in the polarization direction of the reflected waves
can be detected without receiving the influences of periph-
eral metal objects of the position measurement apparatus 1
and the vibrations of the mobile object, and the relative
position of the mobile object can be measured more accu-
rately than that of the prior art.

Furthermore, since the position of the position detector
apparatus 100 is measured on the basis of the polarization
direction of the reflected waves, the change in the received
level difference signal AE corresponding to the change in the
polarization direction of the reflected waves can be detected
even if the mobile object vibrates, and the relative position
of the mobile object such as a train and an elevator cage,
which intensely vibrates, can be measured more accurately
than that of the prior art. Moreover, the change in the
received level difference signal AE corresponding to the
change in the polarization direction of the reflected waves
can be detected even if there are phase interferences due to
the multipath reflection of the radio waves between the
position measurement apparatus 100 and the reflector appa-
ratus 200. Even under the environments where many metal
objects exist around the mobile object as on an iron bridge,
inside a hoistway or the like, the relative position of the
mobile object can be measured more accurately than that of
the prior art.

Although the reflector apparatus 200 is configured to
include the resin plate 201 and the reflectors 2-1 to 2-12 of
metal bars in the present embodiment, the present invention
is not limited to this. The reflectors 2-1 to 2-12 may radiate
reflected waves by changing the polarization direction of the
incident radio waves to a predetermined direction. For
example, the reflectors 2-1 to 2-12 may each be an antenna
element that reflects and radiates linearly polarized radio
waves. Moreover, it is acceptable to alternately form a slit
that makes an angle of 45 degrees with the y axis and a slit
that makes an angle of -45 degrees with the y axis in a metal
plate as the reflectors 2-1 to 2-12. Further, it is acceptable to
stick conductor tapes such as an aluminum tape and a copper
tape on the surface of the resin plate 201 as the reflectors 2-1
to 2-12.

Moreover, in order to maximize the signal-to-noise ratio
of the received level difference signal AE, the present
embodiment is configured so that the polarization direction
P113 of radio waves received by the receiving antenna 113
and the polarization direction P114 of radio waves received
by the receiving antenna 114 are perpendicular to each other,
and the polarization direction of the reflected waves radiated
from the reflectors 2-1, 2-3, . . ., 2-11 and the polarization
direction of the reflected waves radiated from the reflectors
2-2,2-4, ..., 2-12 are perpendicular to each other. Further,
it is configured so that the polarization direction P113 of the
radio waves received by the receiving antenna 113 and the
polarization direction of the reflected waves radiated from
the reflectors 2-1, 2-3, . . ., 2-11 coincide with each other.
However, the present invention is not limited to this, and the
polarization direction P113 and the polarization direction
P114 may be not perpendicular to each other. Moreover, the
polarization directions P113 and P114 may not coincide with
the polarization direction of the reflected waves radiated
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from the reflectors 2-1, 2-3, . . ., 2-11 or the polarization
direction of the reflected waves radiated from the reflectors
2-2,2-4, ..., 2-12. For example, it is acceptable to set the
polarization direction P113 to +30 degrees and set the
polarization direction P114 to -30 degrees.

Further, although the transmitting antenna 112 radiates the
linearly polarized radio waves having the polarization direc-
tion P112 of zero degrees in the present embodiment, the
present invention is not limited to this, and the antenna may
radiate radio waves in a predetermined polarization state
such as circularly polarized waves. However, it is preferable
that the radio waves from the transmitting antenna 112 are
linearly polarized radio waves having a predetermined
polarization direction perpendicular to the transfer pathway
of the mobile object to which the position detector apparatus
100 fixed. In this case, it is preferable that each of the
reflectors 2-1 to 2-12 reflects and radiates incident radio
waves with the polarization direction changed from the
aforementioned polarization direction of the linearly polar-
ized radio waves by +45 degrees or —45 degrees.

Furthermore, although the position calculator circuit 120
calculates the position of the position detector apparatus 100
on the basis of the zero cross count value of the received
level difference signal AE, the present invention is not
limited to this. For example, the position calculator circuit
120 may calculate the position of the position detector
apparatus 100 by generating bit data having a bit value of
“1” when the received level difference signal AE is positive,
and a bit value of “0” when the received level difference
signal AE is negative on the basis of received level differ-
ence signal AE, counting the frequency of inversion of the
bit data, and multiplying the count value of the count result
by the reflector interval Axr.

Moreover, although the entire position detector apparatus
100 is fixed to the mobile object in the present embodiment,
the present invention is not limited to this, and it is proper
to fix at least the antennas 112 to 114 of the position detector
apparatus 100 to the mobile object, and provide a constant
interval Zg between them and the reflecting apparatus 200.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
position measurement apparatus 1A according to the second
embodiment of the present invention. By comparison to the
position measurement apparatus 1 of the first embodiment,
the position measurement apparatus 1A of the present
embodiment is characterized by having two polarized wave
information reading circuits 110-1 and 110-2, and a position
calculator circuit 120A that calculates the relative position of
a position detector apparatus 100A fixed to a mobile object
among the reflectors 2-1 to 2-12, on the basis of changes in
received level difference signals AE1 and AE2 from the
polarized wave information reading circuits 110-1 and 110-
2.

Referring to FIG. 8, the position measurement apparatus
1A is configured to include a reflector apparatus 200, and the
position detector apparatus 100A. Moreover, the position
detector apparatus 100A is configured to include a polarized
wave information reading circuit group 601 that includes
polarized wave information reading circuits 110-1 and 110-2
provided so as to move on a reflector group 604, and a
position calculator circuit 120A. In this case, the polarized
wave information reading circuit 110-1 is configured in a
manner similar to that of the polarized wave information
reading circuit 110 of FIG. 2, and outputs the received level
difference signal AE1. Moreover, the polarized wave infor-
mation reading circuit 110-2 is configured in a manner
similar to that of the polarized wave information reading
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circuit 110 of FIG. 2 and outputs the received level differ-
ence signal AE2. Further, the height of the center C110-1 of
the antennas 112 to 114 that configure the polarized wave
information reading circuit 110-1 and the height of the
center C110-2 of the antennas 112 to 114 that configure the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110-2 are each
set to the height Zg (See FIG. 1). Moreover, a distance L.
between the center C110-1 and the center C110-2 is set so
that a phase difference between the received level difference
signal AE1 and the received level difference signal AE2
becomes 90 degrees. In concrete, the distance L. is expressed
by the following equation:

L=nxAxr/2,

where n is a positive odd number.

Referring to FIG. 8, the position calculator circuit 120A
is configured to include an arctangent calculator part 401, a
counter circuit 402, an angular position converter 403, and
an adder 404. The arctangent calculator part 401 performs
arctangent calculation by using the following equation using
the received level difference signal AE1 from the polarized
wave information reading circuit 110-1 and the received
level difference signal AE2 from the polarized wave infor-
mation reading circuit 110-2, and outputs the angle 0 of the
calculation result to the counter circuit 402 and the angular
position converter 403:

O=tan '(AE2/AE1).

FIG. 9 is a plan view of the reflector apparatus 200 of FI1G.
8, a graph of the received level difference signals AE1 and
AE2 when the polarized wave information reading circuit
group 601 of FIG. 8 moved from the origin O in the positive
x-axis direction, and a graph of the angle 6. Referring to
FIG. 9, the received level difference signals AE1 and AE2
are sinusoidal waves, and have a phase difference of 90
degrees between the received level difference signals AE1
and AE2. Moreover, the angle 0 is a periodic function that
has a value of —-180 degrees to +180 degrees, and has a
period 2Axr that is two times the period of the reflector
interval Axr. Moreover, as shown in FIG. 9, when the
polarized wave information reading circuit group 601 moves
in the positive x-axis direction, a slope when the angle 6 is
zero and the slope of the angle 6 has a finite value becomes
a positive value. When the polarized wave information
reading circuit group 601 moves in the negative x-axis
direction, the slope when the angle 6 is zero and the slope
of the angle 0 has a finite value becomes a negative value.

Referring to FIG. 8, the counter circuit 402 resets the
count value upon receiving a predetermined start signal that
instructs the start of the position detection of the position
detector apparatus 100A from an external apparatus of the
position measurement apparatus 1A, increments the count
value when the angle 0 is zero and the slope of the angle 0
has a positive finite value, and decrements the count value
when the angle 0 is zero and the slope of the angle 0 has a
negative finite value. Then, the count value is multiplied by
a distance (for example, it is 2Axr) corresponding to the
period of the angle 6, and the multiplication result is
outputted as relative position data D402 with the position of
the polarized wave information reading circuit group 601 at
the time of receiving the start signal served as a reference
position to the adder 404.

Moreover, referring to FIG. 8, the angular position con-
verter 403 preparatorily stores a conversion table 4037 of
relations among the moving direction of the polarized wave
information reading circuit group 601, each angle 0 dis-
cretized by a predetermined resolution, and a relative posi-
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tion (for example, having a value equal to or larger than
—-Axr and equal to or smaller than Axr) corresponding to the
position of the polarized wave information reading circuit
group 601 when the angle 0 is zero and the slope of the angle
0 has a finite value. The angular position converter 403
detects the moving direction of the polarized wave infor-
mation reading circuit group 601 on the basis of the slope of
the inputted angle 6, converts the inputted angle 6 into the
relative position with reference to the conversion table 403¢
on the basis of the detected moving direction and the angle
0, and outputs the converted relative position as relative
position data D403 to the adder 404. Further, referring to
FIG. 8, the adder 404 adds relative position data D403 to the
inputted relative position data D402, and outputs the addi-
tion result as position data D404.

For example, when the position measurement apparatus
1A is used for measuring the train position on a railroad, by
setting the reflector interval Axr to 30 cm, setting the interval
Zg between the position detector apparatus 100A and the
reflector apparatus 200 to a value equal to or larger than 10
cm and equal to or smaller than 20 cm, and discretizing the
angle 0 into 60 or more angles within a range of -180
degrees to +180 degrees in the conversion table 403z, a
positioning accuracy equal to or smaller than 1 cm can be
obtained. Moreover, when the position measurement appa-
ratus 1A is used for measuring the cage position of an
elevator, by setting the reflector interval Axr to 5 cm, setting
the interval Zg between the position detector apparatus
100A and the reflector apparatus 200 to a value equal to or
larger than 2 cm and equal to or smaller than 3 cm, and
discretizing the angle 6 into 100 or more angles within a
range of —180 degrees to +180 degrees in the conversion
table 403¢, a positioning accuracy equal to or smaller than 1
mm can be obtained.

As described above, according to the present embodi-
ment, since the two polarized wave information reading
circuits 110-1 and 110-2 are used, a positioning accuracy
smaller than the reflector interval Axr can be obtained, and
the relative position of the position detector apparatus 100A
can be measured among the reflectors 2-1 to 2-12 with
higher accuracy than that of the first embodiment.

It is noted in the present embodiment that the angular
position converter 403 converts the inputted angle 6 into the
relative position data D403 with reference to the conversion
table 4037 of the relations among the moving direction of the
polarized wave information reading circuit group 601, each
angle 0 discretized by the predetermined resolution, and the
relative position with respect to the position of the polarized
wave information reading circuit group 601 when the angle
0 is zero and the slope of the angle 6 has a finite value.
However, the present invention is not limited to this. The
angular position converter 403 may convert the inputted
angle 6 into the relative position data D403 with reference
to the predetermined conversion equations of relations
among the moving direction of the polarized wave informa-
tion reading circuit group 601, each angle 6 discretized by
a predetermined resolution, and the relative position with
respect to the position of the polarized wave information
reading circuit group 601 when the angle 0 is zero and the
slope of the angle 6 has a finite value.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
position measurement apparatus 1B according to the third
embodiment of the present invention. Referring to FIG. 10,
the position measurement apparatus 1B is configured to
include a position detector apparatus 100B, and a reflector
apparatus 200A. Moreover, the reflector apparatus 200A is
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configured to include a rectangular resin plate 201 and a
reflector group 605, and the reflector group 605 is configured
to include 12 reflectors 3-1 to 3-12. The reflectors 3-1 to
3-12 are metal bars having the same length. In this case, as
shown in FIG. 10, the center of the reflector 3-1 is defined
as the origin O of the right-handed xyz coordinate system,
the upward direction with respect to the origin O is defined
as the positive direction of the z axis, and the lengthwise
direction of the resin plate 201 is defined as the x-axis
direction. Referring to FIG. 10, the reflectors 3-1 to 3-12 are
embedded in the surface of the resin plate 201 so that the
centers of the reflectors 3-1 to 3-12 are arranged at a reflector
interval Axr in the positive part of the x axis.

As described in detail later, the position measurement
apparatus 1B of the present embodiment has the following
features.

(a) The reflector apparatus 200A is configured to include
a reflector group 605 including the reflectors 3-1 to 3-12
arranged at a reflector interval Axr. In this case, the reflectors
3-1 to 3-12 are provided so that, when six reflectors adjacent
to each other are selected from the reflectors 3-1 to 3-12 by
sequentially shifting the six reflectors adjacent to each other
by one reflector, polarization direction patterns of reflected
waves from the six reflectors selected as described above
become different from each other.

(b) The position detector apparatus 100B is configured to
include six polarized wave information reading circuits
110-3 to 110-8 provided at an interval La identical to the
reflector interval Axr. In this case, the polarized wave
information reading circuits 110-3 to 110-8 are each con-
figured in a manner similar to that of the polarized wave
information reading circuit 110, and generate received level
difference signals AE3 to AES.

(c) The position calculator circuit 120B calculates the
absolute position of the mobile object to which the position
detector apparatus 100B is fixed on the transfer pathway
(that is a pathway along the x axis of FIG. 10), on the basis
of the patterns of the received level difference signals AE3
to AES.

Referring to FIG. 10, each angle between each of the
reflectors 3-1 to 3-12 and the y axis is set so as to correspond
to the bit data “0” or the bit data “1”. In concrete, the angle
between the lengthwise direction of each of the reflectors
3-1, 3-2, 3-4 to 3-6, 3-8, 3-9 and 3-11 and the y axis is set
to an angle of +45 degrees corresponding to the bit data “1”,
and the angle between the lengthwise direction of each of the
reflectors 3-3, 3-7, 3-10 and 3-12 and the y axis is set to an
angle of -45 degrees corresponding to the bit data “0”. In
this case, for example, a code having, for example, charac-
terized in that an identical pattern does not exist in an
arbitrary consecutive bit interval in a bit pattern of 12 bits
expressed by each angle between each of the reflectors 3-1
to 3-12 and the y axis is used. For example, in the case of
a code having a code length of 63 bits, a code characterized
in that an identical pattern does not exist in an arbitrary
consecutive six-bit interval is used. The bit pattern of 12 bits
(that is a bit pattern of “110111011010” in the case of FIG.
10) corresponding to each angle between each of the reflec-
tors 3-1 to 3-12 of the present embodiment and the y axis
corresponds to part of the aforementioned code length of 63
bits.

Moreover, referring to FIG. 10, the position detector
apparatus 100B is configured to include a polarized wave
information reading circuit group 602 provided so as to
move on the reflector group 605, and a position calculator
circuit 120B. The polarized wave information reading cir-
cuit group 602 is configured to include polarized wave
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information reading circuits 110-3 to 110-8 each of which is
configured in a manner similar to that of the polarized wave
information reading circuit 110 (See FIG. 2), generates
received level difference signals AE3 to AES8, and outputs the
received level difference signals AE3 to AE8 to the position
calculator circuit 120B. In this case, the height of each of the
centers C110-3 to C110-8 of the antennas 112 to 114 that
configure respective polarized wave information reading
circuits 110-3 to 110-8 is set to the height Zg (See FIG. 1).
Moreover, the polarized wave information reading circuits
110-3 to 110-8 are provided so that the centers C110-3 to
C110-8 are arranged on the x axis at an interval La equal to
the reflector interval Axr.

Further, referring to FIG. 10, the position calculator
circuit 120B is configured to include a bit generator part 501,
and a bit position converter part 502. The bit generator part
501 converts the inputted received level difference signals
AE3 to AES into a six-bit code signal S501 on the basis of
the sign of each of the reference received level difference
signals AE3 to AES8, and outputs the six-bit code signal S501
to the bit position converter part 502. In concrete, each of the
inputted received level difference signals AE3 to AES is
converted into bit data “1” when the sign is positive or
converted into bit data “0” when the sign is negative,
generating a code signal S501 including converted six bit
data. The bit position converter part 502 preparatorily stores
a conversion table 502¢ of relations between the code signal
S501 and the absolute position of the polarized wave infor-
mation reading circuit group 602, converts the code signal
S501 into the absolute position of the polarized wave
information reading circuit group 602 with reference to the
conversion table 5027 on the basis of the inputted code signal
S501, and outputs the resultant as position data D502.

As described above, according to the present embodi-
ment, the polarization directions of the reflected waves
reflected by the reflectors 3-1 to 3-12 are set so that the
polarization direction patterns of the reflected waves by the
consecutive six reflectors become different from each other.
Therefore, the absolute position of the polarized wave
information reading circuit group 602 can be more accu-
rately measured on the basis of the received level difference
signals AE3 to E8 from the six polarized wave information
reading circuits 110-3 to 110-8 than that of the prior art.

Although the bit data “0” or “1” is allocated to the
received level difference signals AE3 to AES8 in the present
embodiment, the present invention is not limited to this, and
the pattern of each of the received level difference signals
AE3 to AE8 may be used.

Moreover, although the six polarized wave information
reading circuits 110-3 to 110-8 and the 12 reflectors 3-1 to
3-12 are used in the present embodiment, the present inven-
tion is not limited to this. It is preferable to use a plurality
of P reflectors (where P is an integer equal to or larger than
three) and a plurality of M polarized wave information
reading circuits 110 (where M is an integer equal to or larger
than two smaller than P). In this case, the bit pattern of P bits
corresponding to each angle between each reflector and the
y axis is set so that an identical bit pattern does not exist in
each interval of consecutive M bits.

Further, although the bit pattern of 12 bits (that is a bit
pattern “110111011010” in the case of FIG. 10) expressed by
the polarization direction of reflected waves from each of the
reflectors 3-1 to 3-12 corresponds to the code of the code
length of sixty three bits in the present embodiment, the
present invention is not limited to this. The polarization
direction patterns of the reflected waves from the reflectors
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3-1 to 3-12 may be set so as to correspond to a consecutive
partial code selected from a pseudo-random code.

Fourth Embodiment

FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
position measurement apparatus 1C according to the fourth
embodiment of the present invention. Referring to FIG. 11,
the position measurement apparatus 1C is configured to
include a position detector apparatus 100C, and a reflector
apparatus 200B. In this case, the reflector apparatus 200B is
configured to include a resin plate 201, a reflector group 604
configured in a manner similar to that of the first embodi-
ment, and a reflector group 605 configured in a manner
similar to that of the third embodiment. Moreover, the
reflector group 605 is provided to be parallel to the reflector
group 604, and the x-coordinate of the reflector 2-1 is equal
to the x-coordinate of the reflector 3-1.

As described in detail later, the position measurement
apparatus 1C of the present embodiment has the following
features.

(a) The reflector apparatus 200B is configured to include
the reflector group 605 of the third embodiment, and the
reflector group 604 that includes the reflectors 2-1 to 2-12
arranged at the reflector interval Axr and is provided to be
parallel to the reflector group 605. In this case, the reflectors
2-1to 2-12 of the reflector group 604 are provided so that the
polarization directions of reflected waves from a pair of
reflectors adjacent to each other are different from each
other.

(b) By comparison to the position detector apparatus
100B, the position detector apparatus 100C further includes
two polarized wave information reading circuits 110-1 and
110-2 provided mutually at a predetermined interval. In this
case, the polarized wave information reading circuits 110-1
and 110-2 are each configured in a manner similar to that of
the polarized wave information reading circuit 110, and
generate received level difference signals AE1 and AE2,
respectively. Moreover, an interval between the polarized
wave information reading circuits 110-1 and 110-2 is set to
an interval obtained by multiplying the reflector interval Axr
by a value which is obtained by dividing a predetermined
positive odd number by two.

(c) The position calculator 120C calculates the absolute
position of the mobile object to which the position detector
apparatus 100C is fixed on the transfer pathway between the
reflectors 3-1 to 3-12, on the basis of the patterns of six
received level difference signals AE3 to AE8 from six
polarized wave information reading circuits 110-3 to 110-8,
and changes in two received level difference signals AE1 and
AE2 from the polarized wave information reading circuits
110-1 and 110-2.

Referring to FIG. 11, the position detector apparatus 100C
is configured to include a polarized wave information read-
ing circuit group 601 that is configured in a manner similar
to that of the second embodiment and provided so as to
move on the reflector group 604, a polarized wave infor-
mation reading circuit group 602 that is configured in a
manner similar to that of the third embodiment and provided
so as to move on the reflector group 605, and a position
calculator circuit 120C. Further, the position calculator
circuit 120C is configured to include an arctangent calcula-
tor part 401, an angular position converter 403 that prepa-
ratorily stores a conversion table 4037, a bit generator part
501, a bit position converter part 502 that preparatorily
stores a conversion table 502¢, and an adder 603. The
arctangent calculator part 401 calculates the angle 6 on the
basis of the received level difference signals AE1 and AE2
in a manner similar to that of the second embodiment, and
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outputs the angle to the angular position converter 403.
Moreover, the angular position converter 403 detects the
moving direction of the polarized wave information reading
circuit group 601 on the basis of the slope of the inputted
angle 0 in a manner similar to that of the second embodi-
ment, converts the inputted angle 0 into relative position
data D403 with reference to the conversion table 403¢ on the
basis of the detected moving direction and the angle 6, and
outputs the resulting data to the adder 603.

On the other hand, referring to FIG. 11, the bit generator
part 501 converts the received level difference signals AE3
to AES8 into a six-bit code signal S501 in a manner similar
to that of the third embodiment, and outputs the resulting
signal to the bit position converter part 502. Further, the bit
position converter part 502 converts the code signal S501
into the absolute position of the polarized wave information
reading circuit group 602 with reference to the conversion
table 5027 on the basis of the inputted code signal S501, and
outputs the resultant as position data D502 to the adder 603.
Then, the adder 603 adds the relative position data D403 to
the position data D502, and outputs the resulting data as
position data D603.

As described above, according to the present embodi-
ment, the reflector group 604 and the polarized wave infor-
mation reading circuit group 601 are further provided by
comparison to the third embodiment. Therefore, the absolute
position of the mobile object can be measured with accuracy
finer than the reflector interval Axr by comparison to the
third embodiment.

Fifth Embodiment

FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
polarized wave information reading circuit 110A according
to the fifth embodiment of the present invention. Referring
to FIG. 12, the polarized wave information reading circuit
110A is configured to include a controller 701, a transmitter
part 111A including an oscillator 301 and a pulse generator
part 702, a transmitting antenna 112, a receiving antenna
113, a receiving antenna 114, and a receiver part 115A.
Moreover, the receiver part 115A is configured to include a
distance setting part 703, a propagation-time-classified
received signal separator part 704, and a received level
difference calculator 305. In this case, the controller 701
outputs a predetermined control signal to the pulse generator
part 702 and the propagation-time-classified received signal
separator part 704.

The polarized wave information reading circuit 110A of
the present embodiment is characterized in that the polarized
wave information reading circuit 110A separates a once-
reflected wave that has been reflected once by the reflector
apparatus 200 from the received reflected waves, and gen-
erates a received level difference signal AEa on the basis of
the separated once-reflected wave.

Referring to FIG. 12, the oscillator 301 generates an
oscillation signal 5301 having a predetermined frequency,
and outputs the oscillation signal 5301 to the pulse generator
part 702. Moreover, the pulse generator part 702 generates
a pulse signal having a predetermined frequency in response
to a control signal S701, multiplies the oscillation signal
S301 by the pulse signal, and outputs a transmission signal
S702 of the multiplication result to the transmitting antenna
112. The transmitting antenna 112 radiates the transmission
signal S702 as radio waves in a manner similar to that of the
first embodiment. The radiated radio waves are reflected by
the reflector apparatus 200 in a manner similar to that of the
first embodiment, and thereafter received by the receiving
antennas 113 and 114. Further, the receiving antennas 113
and 114 output received signals E1 and E2, respectively, to
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the propagation-time-classified received signal separator
part 704. Then, the propagation-time-classified received
signal separator part 704 discretizes the inputted received
signals E1 and E2 by respective predetermined time reso-
lutions.

FIG. 13 is a graph of the received signal E1 discretized by
the propagation-time-classified received signal separator
part 704 of FIG. 12. Referring to FIG. 13, the radio waves
radiated from the transmitting antenna 113 at an output
timing t0 of the control signal S701 are reflected on the
reflector apparatus 200 and thereafter received by the receiv-
ing antenna 113. At this time, the once-reflected wave is
received after a lapse of a propagation time t1, and twice-
reflected wave is received after a lapse of a propagation time
2.

Referring to FIG. 12, the propagation-time-classified
received signal separator part 704 detects the propagation
time t1 of the once-reflected wave included in the discretized
received signal E1, and calculates a distance Zc of the
antennas 112 to 114 from the reflector apparatus 200 on the
basis of the detected propagation time t1 by using the
following equation:

Ze=cxtl/2,

where ¢ is a velocity of light.

On the other hand, the distance setting part 703 prepara-
torily stores data of the actual interval Zg (See FIG. 1) from
the reflector apparatus 200 of the antennas 112 to 114, and
outputs the same data of the interval Zg to the propagation-
time-classified received signal separator part 704. The
propagation-time-classified received signal separator part
704 removes multipath reflected waves such as the twice-
reflected wave received after a lapse of the propagation time
12 from the discretized received signal E1 to separate only
the once-reflected wave. Further, on the assumption that the
level of the received signal E1 is inversely proportional to
the propagation distance of radio waves, the propagation-
time-classified received signal separator part 704 corrects
the level of the once-reflected wave included in the dis-
cretized received signal E1 on the basis of the inputted
interval Zg and the calculated distance Zc, and outputs the
corrected discretized received signal Ela to the non-inverted
input terminal of the received level difference calculator
305. The propagation-time-classified received signal sepa-
rator part 704 separates only the once-reflected wave by
removing the multipath reflected waves from the discretized
received signal E2 in a manner similar to that of the
discretized received signal E1, and corrects the level of the
separated once-reflected wave. Then, the propagation-time-
classified received signal separator part 704 outputs the
corrected discretized received signal E2a to the non-inverted
input terminal of the received level difference calculator
305. An output signal from the received level difference
calculator 305 is outputted as a received level difference
signal AEa to the position calculator circuit 120.

It is noted that the frequency of the pulse signal generated
by the pulse generator part 702 is set to be lower than the
frequency of the oscillation signal S301 so that the twice-
reflected wave is not superimposed on the once-reflected
wave in the received signals E1 and E2. For example, in the
example of FIG. 13, the frequency of the pulse signal
generated by the pulse generator part 702 is set to one-eighth
of'the frequency of the oscillation signal S301. Although the
example in which the twice-reflected wave and the once-
reflected wave are completely separated is shown in FIG. 13,
it is only required that part of the once-reflected wave is not
superimposed on the twice-reflected wave, and it is accept-
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able to use a signal of once-reflected wave that is partially
superimposed on the twice-reflected wave.

As described above, the multipath reflected waves are
removed from the received signals E1 and E2, and the level
of the once-reflected wave is corrected. Therefore, influ-
ences of the vibrations of the mobile object, multipath
reflection, and reflected waves from peripheral metals can be
corrected, and the position of the mobile object can be
measured with higher accuracy by comparison to each of the
aforementioned embodiments.

Although the received level of the once-reflected wave
included in the received signals E1 and E2 is extracted by
using the pulse signal in the present embodiment, the present
invention is not limited to this. For example, it is acceptable
to modulate the oscillation signal S301 according to a
predetermined code sequence and radiate the resulting signal
from the transmitting antenna 112. Moreover, it is acceptable
to generate a frequency modulated-continuous wave signal
(FM-CW (Frequency Modulated-Continuous Wave) signal),
an FM (Frequency Modulated) pulse signal or an orthogonal
frequency division multiplexing (OFDM (Orthogonal Fre-
quency Division Multiplexing)) signal on the basis of the
oscillation signal S301 and radiate the resulting signal from
the transmitting antenna 112.

Sixth Embodiment

FIG. 14 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
position measurement apparatus 1D according to the sixth
embodiment of the present invention. Referring to FIG. 14,
a position measurement apparatus 1D is configured to
include a position detector apparatus 100D, and a reflector
apparatus 200C. Moreover, the reflector apparatus 200C is
configured to include a rectangular resin plate 201, a reflec-
tor group 804, and a reflector group 805. In this case, the
reflector group 804 is configured to include four reflectors
2-1 to 2-4 that are arranged at a reflector interval Axr in a
manner similar to that of the reflectors 2-1 to 2-4 of the
reflector apparatus 200 of the first embodiment. Moreover,
the reflector group 805 is provided to be parallel to the
reflector group 804 and configured to include reflectors 4-1
to 4-4 of four metal bars that are arranged at the reflector
interval Axr and have an identical length. Further, the
x-coordinate of the reflector 2-1 is equal to the x-coordinate
of the reflector 4-1. Further, referring to FIG. 14, an angle
between the reflector 4-1 and the y axis is set to +15 degrees,
and an angle between the reflector 4-2 and the y axis is set
to —15 degrees. An angle between the reflector 4-3 and the
y axis is set to —45 degrees, and an angle between the
reflector 4-4 and the y axis is set to +45 degrees.

Moreover, referring to FIG. 14, a position detector appa-
ratus 100D is configured to include a polarized wave infor-
mation reading circuit 110 that is provided so as to move on
the reflector group 804, a polarized wave information read-
ing circuit 110-9 that is provided so as to move on the
reflector group 805 and be configured in a manner similar to
that of the polarized wave information reading circuit 110,
and a position calculator circuit 120D. In this case, the
position calculator circuit 120D is configured to include a
detector part 801, a bit generator part 802, and a bit position
converter part 803. Referring to FIG. 14, the polarized wave
information reading circuit 110 generates a received level
difference signal AE in a manner similar to that of the first
embodiment, and outputs the received level difference signal
AE to the detector part 801. Moreover, the polarized wave
information reading circuit 110-9 generates a received level
difference signal AE9 in a manner similar to that of the
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polarized wave information reading circuit 110, and outputs
the received level difference signal AE9 to the detector part
801.

As described in detail later, the position measurement
apparatus 1D of the present embodiment has the following
features.

(a) The reflector apparatus 200C is configured to include
a reflector group 805 that includes reflectors 4-1 to 4-4
arranged at the reflector interval Axr, and a reflector group
804 that includes reflectors 2-1 to 2-4 arranged at the
reflector interval Axr, and is provided to be parallel to the
reflector group 805. In this case, the reflectors 4-1 to 4-4 are
provided so that the polarization directions of reflected
waves from the reflectors 4-1 to 4-4 are different from each
other, and the reflectors 2-1 to 2-4 are provided so that the
polarization directions of reflected waves from a pair of
reflectors adjacent to each other are different from each
other.

(b) The position detector apparatus 100D is configured to
include two polarized wave information reading circuits
110-9 and 110 provided in correspondence with the reflector
group 805 and the reflector group 804, respectively. In this
case, the polarized wave information reading circuit 110-9
radiates radio waves toward the reflector group 805 to
generate a received level difference signal AE9, and the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110 radiates
radio waves toward the reflector group 804 to generate a
received level difference signal AE.

(c) The position calculator circuit 120D calculates the
absolute position of the mobile object to which the position
detector apparatus 100D is fixed on the transfer pathway
(pathway along the x axis of FIG. 14) on the basis of changes
in the received level difference signals AE9 and AE.

FIG. 15 is a graph showing a received signal level when
areceiving antenna 113 that receives linearly polarized radio
waves having a polarization direction of +45 degrees con-
figuring the polarized wave information reading circuit
110-9 of FIG. 14 received linearly polarized radio waves
having a polarization direction of -45 degrees to +45
degrees. Referring to FIG. 15, when the polarization direc-
tion of the received radio waves increases from —45 degrees
to +45 degrees, the received signal level increases. Then, the
received signal level is maximized when the polarization
direction of the received radio waves is +45 degrees, and the
received signal level is minimized when the polarization
direction of the received radio waves is —45 degrees. Like-
wise, when the receiving antenna that receives the linearly
polarized radio waves having a polarization direction of —45
degree receives the linearly polarized radio waves having a
polarization direction of -45 degrees to +45 degrees, the
received signal level is maximized when the polarization
direction of the received radio waves is —45 degrees, and the
received signal level is minimized when the polarization
direction of the received radio waves is +45 degrees.

FIG. 16 is a bar graph showing a received level difference
signal AE9 when the polarized wave information reading
circuit 110-9 of FIG. 14 is located just above the reflector
4-1, 4-2, 4-3 or 4-4. Referring to FIG. 16, the level of the
received level difference signal AE9 changes in accordance
with the polarization direction of the reflected wave radiated
from the reflector 4-1, 4-2, 4-3 or 4-4. Therefore, four
threshold values TH1, TH2, TH3 and TH4 can be set so as
to discriminate the reflectors 4-1, 4-2, 4-3 and 4-4 on the
basis of the received level difference signal AE9.

Referring to FIG. 14, the detector part 801 detects that the
center C110 of the antennas 112 to 114 that configure the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110 is located
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just above any one of the reflectors 2-1 to 2-4 by detecting
the maximum value or the minimum value of the inputted
received level difference signal AE, and outputs the received
level difference signal AE9 at the detection timing to the bit
generator part 802.

Moreover, referring to FIG. 14, the bit generator part 802
discriminates which reflector of the reflectors 4-1 to 4-4 the
center C110-9 of the antennas 112 to 114 that configure the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110-9 is located
just above on the basis of the level of the inputted received
level difference signal AE9 and the threshold values TH1,
TH2, TH3 and TH4 of FIG. 16. Then, a predetermined bit
signal S802 is generated in accordance with the discrimi-
nated reflector, and outputted to the bit position converter
part 803. In concrete, when the center C110-9 is located just
above the reflectors 4-1, 4-2, 4-3 and 4-4, the bit generator
part 802 generates a bit signal S802 that includes bit data
“017, “10”, “00” and “11”, respectively.

Further, referring to FIG. 14, the bit position converter
part 803 preparatorily stores a conversion table 8037 of
relations between the bit data included in the bit signal S802
and the position of the polarized wave information reading
circuit 110-9. The bit position converter part 803 converts
the bit data included in the inputted bit signal S802 into the
position of the polarized wave information reading circuit
110-9 with reference to the conversion table 803z and
outputs the resulting position as position data D803.

As described above, according to the present embodi-
ment, the reflectors 4-1 to 4-4 that radiate the reflected
waves in polarization directions different from each other
are provided, and therefore, the position of the polarized
wave information reading circuit 110-9 can be expressed by
bit data of two bits. Therefore, the total length of'the reflector
apparatus 200C can be shortened by comparison to each of
the aforementioned embodiments, and a small-size low-cost
position measurement apparatus 1D can be actualized.

Seventh Embodiment

FIG. 17 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
position measurement apparatus 1E according to the seventh
embodiment of the present invention. Referring to FIG. 17,
the position measurement apparatus 1E is configured to
include a position detector apparatus 100E and a reflector
apparatus 200D. Moreover, the reflector apparatus 200D is
characterized by having a reflector group 905 in place of the
reflector group 805 by comparison to the reflector apparatus
200C of FIG. 14. Further, the reflector group 905 is config-
ured to include reflectors 5-1 and 5-2 of metal bars in place
of the reflectors 4-1 and 4-2 by comparison to the reflector
group 805. An angle between the reflector 5-1 and the y axis
is set to +45 degrees in a manner similar to that of an angle
between the reflector 4-4 and the y axis, and the length of the
reflector 5-1 is shorter than the length of the reflector 4-4.
Therefore, the reflection area of the reflector 5-1 becomes
smaller than that of the reflector 4-4, and the reflectance of
the reflector 5-1 is smaller than the reflectance of the
reflector 4-4. Moreover, an angle between the reflector 5-2
and the y axis is set to —45 degrees in a manner similar to
that of an angle between the reflector 4-3 and the y axis, and
the length of the reflector 5-2 is shorter than the length of the
reflector 4-3. Therefore, the reflection area of the reflector
5-2 becomes smaller than that of the reflector 4-3, and the
reflectance of the reflector 5-2 is smaller than the reflectance
of the reflector 4-3.

Moreover, referring to FIG. 17, the position detector
apparatus 100E is configured to include a polarized wave
information reading circuit 110 that is provided so as to
move on the reflector group 804, a polarized wave infor-
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mation reading circuit 110-9 that is provided so as to move
on the reflector group 905 and be configured in a manner
similar to that of the polarized wave information reading
circuit 110, and a position calculator circuit 120E. In this
case, the position calculator circuit 120E is configured to
include a detector part 901, a bit generator part 902, and a
bit position converter part 903. Referring to FIG. 17, the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110 generates a
received level difference signal AE in a manner similar to
that of the first embodiment, and outputs the received level
difference signal AE to the detector part 901. Moreover, the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110-9 generates
a received level difference signal AE9 in a manner similar to
that of the polarized wave information reading circuit 110,
and outputs the received level difference signal AE9 to the
detector part 901.

As described in detail later, the position measurement
apparatus 1E of the present embodiment has the following
features.

(a) The reflector apparatus 200D is configured to include
a reflector group 905 that includes reflectors 5-1 to 5-4
arranged at the reflector interval Axr, and a reflector group
804 that includes reflectors 2-1 to 2-4 arranged at the
reflector interval Axr and are provided to be parallel to the
reflector group 905. In this case, the reflectors 5-1 to 5-4 are
provided so that combinations of the polarization directions
of reflected waves from the reflectors 5-1 to 5-4 and the
reflectances of the reflectors 5-1 to 5-4 are different from
each other, and the reflectors 2-1 to 2-4 are provided so that
the polarization directions of reflected waves from each pair
of second reflectors adjacent to each other are different from
each other.

(b) The position detector apparatus 100E is configured to
include two polarized wave information reading circuits
110-9 and 110 provided in correspondence with the reflector
group 905 and the reflector group 804, respectively. In this
case, the polarized wave information reading circuit 110-9
radiates radio waves toward the reflector group 805 to
generate a received level difference signal AE9, and the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110 radiates
radio waves toward the reflector group 804 to generate a
received level difference signal AE. It is noted that the
received level difference signal AE9 corresponds to the
polarization direction of reflected waves from the reflector
group 905 and reflectance on the reflector group 905.

(c) The position calculator circuit 120D calculate the
absolute position of the mobile object to which the position
detector apparatus 100D is fixed on the transfer pathway
(pathway along the x axis of FIG. 17) on the basis of changes
in the received level difference signals AE9 and AE.

FIG. 18 is a bar graph showing each received level
difference signal AE9 when the polarized wave information
reading circuit 110-9 of FIG. 17 is located just above a
reflector 5-1, 5-2, 4-3 or 4-4. Referring to FIG. 18, the level
of the received level difference signal AE9 changes in
accordance with the polarization direction of reflected waves
radiated from the reflectors 5-1, 5-2, 4-3, and 4-4. Therefore,
four threshold values TH1a, TH2a, TH3a and TH4a can be
set so as to discriminate the reflectors 5-1, 5-2, 4-3 and 4-4
on the basis of the received level difference signal AE9.

Referring to FIG. 17, the detector part 901 detects that the
center C110 of the antennas 112 to 114 that configure the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110 is located
just above any one of the reflectors 2-1 to 2-4 by detecting
the maximum value and the minimum value of the inputted
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received level difference signal AE, and outputs the received
level difference signal AE9 at the detection timing to the bit
generator part 902.

Moreover, in FIG. 17, the bit generator part 902 discrimi-
nates which reflector of the reflectors 5-1, 5-2, 4-3 and 4-4
the center C110-9 of the antennas 112 to 114 that configure
the polarized wave information reading circuit 110-9 is
located just above on the basis of the level of the inputted
received level difference signal AE9 and the threshold values
TH1a, TH2a, TH3a and TH4a of FIG. 18. Then, a prede-
termined bit signal S902 is generated in accordance with the
discriminated reflector, and outputted to the bit position
converter part 903. In concrete, when the center C110-9 is
located just above the reflectors 5-1, 5-2, 4-3 and 4-4, the bit
generator part 902 generates a bit signal S902 that includes
bit data “017, “10”, “00” and “11”, respectively.

Further, referring to FIG. 17, the bit position converter
part 903 preparatorily stores a conversion table 9037 of
relations between the bit data included in the bit signal S902
and the position of the polarized wave information reading
circuit 110-9. The bit position converter part 903 converts
the bit data included in the inputted bit signal S902 into the
position of the polarized wave information reading circuit
110-9 with reference to the conversion table 903z, and
outputs the position as position data D903.

As described above, according to the present embodi-
ment, since the reflectors 5-1, 5-2, 4-3 and 4-4 that radiate
the reflected waves having the combinations of the polar-
ization directions different from each other and reflectances
different from each other provided, the position of the
polarized wave information reading circuit 110-9 can be
expressed by bit data of two bits. Therefore, the total length
of'the reflector apparatus 200D can be shortened in a manner
similar to that of the sixth embodiment, and the space-saving
low-cost position measurement apparatus 1E can be actual-
ized.

Eighth Embodiment

FIG. 19 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
polarized wave information reading circuit 110B according
to the eighth embodiment of the present invention. In FIG.
19, the polarized wave information reading circuit 110B is
configured to include a transmitter part 111B including
oscillators 1003 and 1004, transceiving antennas 1001 and
1002, and a receiver part 115 including a received level
difference calculator 305. In FI1G. 19, a polarization direction
P1001 of radio waves that are transmitted or received by the
transceiving antenna 1001 and a polarization direction
P1002 of radio waves that are transmitted or received by the
transceiving antenna 1002 are set to be perpendicular to each
other. In concrete, the polarization direction P1001 is set to
+45 degrees, and the polarization direction P1002 is set to
-45 degrees.

Moreover, in FIG. 19, the oscillator 1003 generates an
oscillation signal S1001 having a predetermined frequency,
and outputs the oscillation signal S1001 to the feeding point
Q1 of the transceiving antenna 1001. The transceiving
antenna 1001 radiates the oscillation signal S1001 as lin-
early polarized radio waves having the polarization direction
P1001. Moreover, the transceiving antenna 1001 receives
reflected waves having the polarization direction P1001, and
outputs the received waves as a received signal E1001 to the
non-inverted input terminal of the received level difference
calculator 305.

Further, referring to FIG. 19, the oscillator 1004 generates
an oscillation signal S 1002 having a frequency identical to
that of the oscillation signal S1001, and outputs the oscil-
lation signal S1002 to the feeding point Q2 of the trans-
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ceiving antenna 1002. The transceiving antenna 1002 radi-
ates the oscillation signal S1002 as linearly polarized radio
waves having the polarization direction P1002. Moreover,
the transceiving antenna 1002 receives reflected waves
having the polarization direction P1002, and outputs the
same as a received signal E1002 to the inverted input
terminal of the received level difference calculator 305.
Then, an output signal from the received level difference
calculator 305 is outputted as a received level difference
signal AEb to the position calculator circuit 120.

As described above, according to the present embodi-
ment, since the transmitting antenna 112 and the receiving
antenna 113 are shared and the transmitting antenna 112 and
receiving antenna 114 are shared by comparison to each of
the aforementioned embodiments, a position measurement
apparatus of a smaller size can be actualized. Moreover, the
polarization direction of the reflected waves reflected from
the transceiving antenna 1001, the polarization direction of
the radio waves reflected by the reflector apparatus 200 and
the polarization direction of the radio waves radiated from
the transceiving antenna 1001 are made to coincide with one
another, and the polarization direction of the radio waves
radiated from the transceiving antenna 1002, the polariza-
tion direction of the reflected wave reflected by the reflector
apparatus 200 and the polarization direction of the radio
wave received by the transceiving antenna 2001 are made to
coincide with one another. Therefore, the level of each of the
received signals E1001 and E1002 can be increased by
comparison to each of the aforementioned embodiments.
Therefore, the signal-to-noise ratio of the received level
difference signal AEb is improved, and the position of the
mobile object can be detected more accurately by compari-
son to each of the aforementioned embodiments.

In FIG. 19, the oscillator 1003 and the oscillator 1004 may
be replaced with one oscillator.

Moreover, the polarized wave information reading circuit
110A of the fifth embodiment or the polarized wave infor-
mation reading circuit 110B of the eighth embodiment may
be used in place of the polarized wave information reading
circuits 110, and 110-1 to 110-9.

Further, although the reflectors 2-1 to 2-12, the reflectors
3-1 to 3-12, the reflectors 4-1 to 4-4, and the reflectors 5-1
to 5-2 and 4-3 to 4-4 are arranged linearly in the aforemen-
tioned embodiments, the present invention is not limited to
this, and it is preferable to arrange them along a predeter-
mined transfer pathway of the mobile object. Moreover,
although the transfer pathway of the mobile object is a
straight line along the x axis in each of the aforementioned
embodiments, the present invention is not limited to this,
and it may be a curved line.

Moreover, although the received level difference signals
AE, AE1 to AE9, AEa and AED are used as the polarization
state signals in the aforementioned embodiments, the pres-
ent invention is not limited to this, and it is acceptable to use
the received signals E1, E2, Ela, E15, E1001 or E1002 as
polarization state signals.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

As described above, according to the position measure-
ment apparatus of the present invention, which uses radio
waves, the relative position of the mobile object such as a
train and an elevator cage can be measured without receiv-
ing dirt and dust and the influence of environmental changes
such as turbulence light. Moreover, since the interval
between the position detecting means and the reflecting
means may be a half of the reflector interval, an interval
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between the position detecting means and the reflecting
means can be set to several tens of centimeters when the
reflector interval is set to 30 cm, and the position of the
mobile object such as a train and an elevator cage can be
measured. Further, since the position of the position detect-
ing means is measured on the basis of the polarization
detection of the reflected waves instead of the reflection
intensity of the reflected waves, a change in the polarization
state signal corresponding to a change in the polarization
direction of the reflected waves can be detected without
receiving the influences of metal objects around the position
measurement apparatus, the movement of the mobile object,
and the phase interference due to multipath reflection, and
the position of the mobile object such as a train and an
elevator cage can be measured more accurately than that of
the prior art.

REFERENCE NUMERALS

1, 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, 1E: Position measurement apparatus;
2-1to 2-12, 3-1 to 3-12, 4-1 to 4-4, 5-1, 5-2: Reflector; 100,
100A, 100B, 100C, 100D, 100E: Position detector appara-
tus; 110, 110A, 100B, 110-1 to 110-9: Polarized wave
information reading circuit; 111, 111A: Transmitter part;
112: Transmitting antenna; 113: Receiving antenna; 114:
Receiving antenna; 115, 115A: Receiver part; 120, 120A,
120B, 120C, 120D, 120E: Position calculator circuit; 121:
Counter circuit; 200, 200A, 2008, 200C, 200D: Reflector
apparatus; 201: Resin plate; 301: Oscillator; 305: Received
level difference calculator; 401: Arctangent calculator part;
402: Counter circuit; 403: Angular position converter; 404,
603: Adder; 501, 802, 902: Bit generator part; 502, 803, 903:
Bit position converter part; 601, 602: Polarized wave infor-
mation reading circuit group; 604, 605, 804, 805: Reflector
group; 701: Controller; 702: Pulse generator part; 703:
Distance measuring part; 704: Propagation-time-classified
received signal separator part; 801, 901: Detector part; 905:
Reflector group

The invention claimed is:

1. A position measurement apparatus comprising:

reflecting means having a plurality of reflectors, that are

configured to be arranged at a predetermined reflector
interval along a predetermined transfer pathway of a
mobile object, and to radiate radio waves by reflecting
reflected waves in respective predetermined polariza-
tion directions when predetermined radio waves are
incident thereon; and

position detecting means configured to detect a position of

the mobile object in the transfer pathway,

wherein the position detecting means comprises:

at least one polarized wave information reading means

configured to radiate the radio waves from the mobile
object toward the reflecting means, receive a reflected
wave from the reflecting means, and generate a polar-
ization state signal corresponding to the polarization
direction of the received reflected wave; and

position calculating means configured to calculate the

position of the mobile object on the transfer pathway,
on the basis of at least one polarization state signal from
at least one of the polarized wave information reading
means.

2. The position measurement apparatus as claimed in
claim 1,

wherein the plurality of reflectors of the reflecting means

are provided so that the polarization directions of
reflected waves from each pair of reflectors adjacent to
each other become different from each other,
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wherein the position detecting means comprises one
polarized wave information reading means, and
wherein the position calculating means calculates a rela-
tive position of the mobile object on the transfer
pathway with respect to a predetermined reference
position, on the basis of a change in the polarization
state signal from the one polarized wave information
reading means.
3. The position measurement apparatus as claimed in
claim 1,
wherein the plurality of reflectors of the reflecting means
are provided so that the polarization directions of the
reflected waves from each pair of reflectors adjacent to
each other become different from each other,
wherein the position detecting means comprises two
polarized wave information reading means provided
mutually at a predetermined interval, and
wherein the position calculating means calculates a rela-
tive position of the mobile object on the transfer
pathway with respect to the predetermined reference
position between the reflectors, on the basis of a change
in the two polarization state signals from the two
polarized wave information reading means.
4. The position measurement apparatus as claimed in
claim 3,
wherein an interval between the two polarized wave
information reading means is set to an interval obtained
by multiplying the reflector interval by a value, which
is obtained by dividing a predetermined positive odd
number by two, and
wherein the position calculating means calculates the
relative position of the mobile object between the
reflectors, on the basis of an arctangent value of the two
polarization state signals.
5. The position measurement apparatus as claimed in
claim 1,
wherein the radio waves are linearly polarized radio
waves having a predetermined polarization direction
perpendicular to the transfer pathway of the mobile
object, and
wherein each of the plurality of reflectors reflects and
radiates incident radio waves with a polarization direc-
tion changed from the polarization direction of linearly
polarized radio waves by one of +45 degrees and —45
degrees.
6. The position measurement apparatus as claimed in
claim 1,
wherein each of the polarized wave information reading
means separates a once-reflected wave reflected only
once by the reflecting means from the received
reflected waves, and generates the polarization state
signal, on the basis of the separated once-reflected
wave.
7. The position measurement apparatus as claimed in
claim 1,
wherein the plurality of reflectors comprise a first reflector
group including a plurality of first reflectors arranged at
the reflector interval,
wherein the plurality of first reflectors of the first reflector
group are provided so that, when a plurality of M first
reflectors adjacent to each other are selected from the
plurality of first reflectors by sequentially shifting the
plurality of M first reflectors adjacent to each other by
one of the first reflectors, polarization direction patterns
of first reflected waves from the selected plurality of M
first reflectors become different from each other,
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wherein the position detecting means comprises a plural-
ity of M polarized wave information reading means,

wherein the plurality of M polarized wave information
reading means are provided at an interval identical to
the reflector interval,

wherein each of the plurality of M polarized wave infor-
mation reading means radiates the radio waves from the
mobile object toward the first reflector group, receives
the first reflected waves from the first reflector group,

and generates a polarization state signal corresponding 10

to the polarization direction of the received first
reflected waves, and

wherein the position calculating means calculates an
absolute position of the mobile object on the transfer
pathway, on the basis of the pattern of a plurality of M
polarization state signals from the plurality of M polar-
ized wave information reading means.

8. The position measurement apparatus as claimed in

claim 7,

wherein the polarization direction patterns of the first
reflected waves from the plurality of first reflectors of
the first reflector group are set so as to correspond to a
consecutive partial code selected from a pseudo-ran-
dom code.

9. The position measurement apparatus as claimed in

claim 1,

wherein each of the polarized wave information reading
means comprises:

a transmitting antenna configured to radiate the radio
waves toward the reflecting means;

a first receiving antenna configured to receive reflected
waves in a predetermined first polarization direction;

a second receiving antenna configured to receive reflected
waves in a predetermined second polarization direction
different from the first polarization direction; and

receiving means configured to generate a received level
difference signal representing a difference between a
level of the first received signal received by the first
receiving antenna and a level of the second received
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signal received by the second receiving antenna as the
polarization state signal, and
wherein the transmitting antenna, the first receiving
antenna, and the second receiving antenna are fixed to
the mobile object, and are provided so as to have a
predetermined constant interval between the antennas
and the reflecting means.
10. The position measurement apparatus as claimed in
claim 9,
wherein the constant interval is set to a half of the reflector
interval.
11. The position measurement apparatus as claimed in
claim 9,
wherein the first polarization direction and the second
polarization direction are perpendicular to each other.
12. A position measurement apparatus comprising:
a plurality of radio wave reflectors that are configured to
be arranged at a predetermined reflector interval along
a predetermined transfer pathway of a mobile object to
radiate radio waves by reflecting reflected waves in
respective predetermined polarization directions when
predetermined radio waves are incident thereon; and
a position detector that detects a position of the mobile
object in the transfer pathway, the position detector
including
at least one polarized wave information reader includ-
ing a transmitter that radiates the radio waves from
the mobile object toward at least one of the plurality
of radio wave reflectors, a receiver that receives a
reflected wave from at least one of the plurality of
radio wave reflectors and generates a polarization
state signal corresponding to the polarization direc-
tion of the received reflected wave, and
a calculator that calculates the position of the mobile
object on the transfer pathway on the basis of at least
one polarization state signal from the at least one
polarized wave information reader.
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